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Ruth Barton Habbersett ’38, December 
1, Media, Pa. After graduating from Duke 
University School of Nursing, she worked 
at a military base hospital in Virginia and 
later in private-duty nursing in Pennsylvania. 
She was a founding member of the local 
Country Gardeners Club.
Stanmore Brooks Marshall III ’38, 
November 21, Belton, S.C. He was 
associated with Marshall Enterprises.
Dolores Tedards Littlejohn ’39,  
November 24, Tallahassee, Fla. She was 
active in the Los Robles Woman’s Club 
and the American Association of 
University Women.
Frances Hendley O’Connor Bradford 
’41, August 11, Charlotte, N.C. She worked 
with J.A. Jones Construction Company and 
with Bank of America.
Thelma Seigler Richardson ’41, 
November 23, 2010, Sumter, S.C. She was 
a member of the Sumter Garden Club and 
a charter member of the Sumter Legal 
Auxiliary. 
William Jennings DeLany ’42, 
November 24, Greenville. He served in the 
U.S. Air Corps and studied at Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology to become a meteor-
ologist. In 1946 he returned to Greenville 
to teach mathematics and to coach tennis 
at Furman. With his brother, he eventually 
opened DeLany Sporting Goods in Green-
ville, and the business thrived for more than 
30 years. His family established the DeLany 
Mathematics Medal, which is presented to 
a Furman student who excels in math.
Lawrence William Farry ’42, November 
28, Pickens, S.C. He was an of!cer in the 
U.S. Army during World War II, serving 
as a platoon leader under General Patton 
from Normandy to Germany. He was highly 
decorated for his service and was medically 
retired after being wounded in battle. His 
war injuries required that he give up his 
professional football contract with the 
Philadelphia Eagles. He then moved to 
Pickens and became co-owner of Hendricks 
Hardware and worked as a builder. He also 
was the !rst post-World War II coach of the 
Pickens High School football team. He was 
a magistrate, a member of the board of 
Cannon Memorial Hospital, and a Jaycee. 
After retirement he volunteered with 
Cannon Memorial Auxiliary, Meals on 
Wheels and other community groups.
B. Elmo Scoggin ’42, October 1, Raleigh, 
N.C. He was for many years a respected 
professor of Hebrew and Old Testament at 
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Wake Forest, N.C., from which he retired 
in 1984. With his wife of 70 years, Hannah, 
he lived in Israel from 1949 to 1954 as a 
liaison from the Baptist church to the Jewish 
community. He would eventually work on 
30 archaeological digs in the country and 
serve as a guide for hundreds of students 
and friends on tours of the Holy Land. In 
the early 1980s he was asked by North 
Carolina Gov. James Hunt to establish 
the N.C. Council on the Holocaust. After 
retiring from teaching he volunteered for 
many years with a local public radio station, 
spending much of the time as host of a pro-
gram called “Music in the Night.” In 2008 
he received the Wake County Larry 
B. Zieverink Volunteer of the Year Award. 
Edwin Luther Copeland ’44, November 
19, Raleigh, N.C. Before enrolling at Mars 
Hill College in 1940 to prepare for the 
ministry, he worked with family members in 
the logging industry. He continued his edu-
cation at Furman, Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary and Yale University. From 
1949 to 1956 he was a Southern Baptist 
missionary to Japan, holding the positions 
of chancellor of Seinan Gakuin University, 
professor of the history of Christianity, and 
associate pastor of Seinan Gakuin Baptist 
Church. In 1956 he returned to the States 
and took a position as professor of Christian 
missions and world religions at South-
eastern Baptist Theological Seminary. He 
participated in the efforts of the Faith and 
Order Commission of the National Council 
of Churches of Christ from 1965 to 1975, 
when he was reappointed as a missionary to 
Japan and resumed his positions at Seinan 
Gakuin. In 1980, at the end of his term, he 
returned home and worked as a visiting pro-
fessor of missions at Baptist seminaries and 
universities. He published widely on such 
topics as world religions and world missions, 
the importance of ecumenical and interfaith 
dialogue, the history of the Baptist denomi-
nation, the ethical crises facing Christianity 
and missions, and the importance of social 
justice. Among his numerous publications 
was his autobiography, Memoirs of a 
Geezer: From the Timberwoods and 
Back. He was deeply involved in the civil 
rights movement and participated in the 
ordination of Addie Davis, the !rst woman 
ordained as a Southern Baptist pastor.
Dorothy Ann Carwile Woodhurst 
’44, November 23, Augusta, Ga. During 
World War II she worked at the air base 
in Del Rio, Texas, and then with the Army 
Engineers in Atlanta. In the 1950s she was  
a television personality in Augusta, known 
as “Miss Dorothy” on “Romper Room.”  
She also taught kindergarten and music 
in the Richmond County School System 
for 30 years. She was active in her church 
and community, serving as president of the 
Opera Guild and the Symphony Guild. She 
was chairwoman of the Augusta Symphony 
Cotillion, was a tour guide for Historic 
Augusta, and was president of the local 
chapter of the American Association 
of University Women. She served on 
the Furman Alumni Association Board 
of Directors and was president of the 
Augusta Furman Club.
Mary Walsh Massingale ’45, Septem-
ber 20, Fayetteville, N.C. She was a retired 
school teacher, having taught at Dreher 
High School in Columbia, S.C., and in the 
Fayetteville city school system. She was a 
member of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution.
Anna Madge McLendon Mayer ’45, 
September 16, McComb, Miss. She was a 
registered nurse and a member of a number 
of local social clubs. In 1959 she was hon-
ored by the Enterprise-Journal newspaper 
of McComb as Mother of the Year. She 
worked for a time with the Greenville 
News-Piedmont and was a staff nurse at 
Harper Hospital and Women’s Hospital in 
Detroit, Mich. After moving to McComb, 
she was staff nurse at Southwest Mississippi 
Regional Medical Center.
Barbara Gresham Cutts ’48, November 
17, Pendleton, S.C. She was a longtime 
volunteer with the Girl Scouts and an 
honorary member of the Daughters 
of the British Empire.
Kathryn Wells Timmons ’48, November 
23, Greenville. Kitty was active in many 
community organizations, including the 
Daughters of the American Revolution, 
Wildwood Garden Club and Greenville 
Women’s Club. She served on the Furman 
Advisory Council, the board of the Sarah 
Gossett Home, and the Christ Church 
Episcopal School Board of Visitors. 
Woodward Rion Dixon, Sr. ’49, 
November 14, Hartsville, S.C. His education 
at Furman was interrupted by World War 
II, when he joined the U.S. Coast Guard 
as a radio operator and served in various 
stations around the world. After complet-
ing his education he began a career with 
International Shoe Company, building stores 
and training salesmen in the Southeast. In 
1961 he was transferred to the West Coast 
where he served as vice president of the 
Western region, based in San Francisco. He 
left the business world when he felt called 
to become a missionary, studying !rst at 
Columbia Theological Seminary. He was 
commissioned as a Presbyterian missionary 
and sent to Central America, Haiti, Zambia 
and Mexico, where he completed medical 
studies at the University of Michoacan. He 
returned to South Carolina in 1975 and 
began practicing medicine in Darlington 
County. He served as president of the 
Darlington County Medical Society before 
retiring from practice in 2002.   
Annie Barnes Benton ’50, November 
4, Florence, S.C. She taught in private and 
public schools throughout the Pee Dee area 
of South Carolina. 
Furman ALUMNI NEWS
DAN JOYNER, FURMAN’S BIGGEST FAN
WHILE WATCHING C. DAN JOYNER work 
the crowd one day at a Furman basketball game, 
a student commented admiringly, “He has to be 
the world’s most enthusiastic person.”
It was an accurate statement, as few people 
could ever match Joyner’s love of life and genuine 
enjoyment of others. A sign in his of!ce summed up 
the Joyner philosophy: “Whenever you see someone 
without a smile . . . give him one of yours.”
When Joyner died January 8 at the age of 74, he 
was remembered for his civic leadership, infectious 
personality, and love for his hometown of Greenville 
— and Furman.
A 1959 Furman graduate, Joyner put his leader-
ship skills and gregarious nature to work during his 
student days as a cheerleader and student body 
president. He was elected to Quaternion, the select 
men’s society. 
After three years in the Army Counter Intelli-
gence Corps, he returned to Greenville and launched 
Prudential C. Dan Joyner Co., which he built into one 
of the Upstate’s most successful real estate !rms. 
Through the years he contributed his expertise and 
wisdom to countless agencies and institutions, from 
the Chamber of Commerce, United Way and Green-
ville Hospital System to First Baptist Church and the 
Community Foundation of Greenville.
 But Furman held a special place in his heart. 
“I’d !nd time for Furman University before anything 
else,” he once said. He was a member of the board  
of trustees during the presidencies of John Johns, 
David Shi and Rod Smolla, and his responsibilities 
included service on the trustees’ athletics committee.
Said Smolla, “All of us are going to miss Dan more 
than we can say. His in"uence obviously went far 
beyond the Furman campus, and there is no question 
that Greenville is a better place for Dan having lived 
and worked here. For that, we were as proud of him 
as he was of Furman.”
In addition to his trustee work, Joyner served 
as president of the Paladin Club and the Alumni 
Association. He was instrumental in the successful 
effort to bring Joe Williams to Furman as basketball 
coach in 1970 and in the construction of Paladin 
Rance Eugene Pusser ’51, November 
1, Savannah, Ga. He served as an of!cer in 
the U.S. Marine Corps during the Korean 
War. After his military service ended, he 
worked for Underwood Corporation and 
Dictaphone Corporation in Columbia, S.C. 
He was also a manager for Dictaphone in 
Raleigh, N.C., and Norfolk, Va., and went 
on to be a district manager in Columbus, 
Ohio, and in New Orleans. In Columbus he 
led the country in sales, becoming president 
of the company’s Achievement Club. He 
chose early retirement to become a dealer 
for Dictaphone in Savannah, Ga., under the 
name of Dictation Plus, and later opened 
Accurate Mailing Systems. A Rotarian for 
more than 50 years, he was a member 
of the Savannah Yacht Club and former 
commandant of the Marine Corps League. 
He also ran three marathons, including the 
Boston Marathon.
JC Hendrix ’52, November 11, Greenville. 
He served in the U.S. Army in Japan during 
World War II. After completing his college 
degree he was employed by Piedmont  
Natural Gas Company, where he worked  
for more than 30 years.
James Furman Pollock ’52, September 
16, Pawleys Island, S.C. He was a U.S. Army 
veteran and retired from Belk Department 
Store after 40 years of service. He was a 
Rotarian and served on the Board of Educa-
tion in Georgetown, S.C.
William Hubert Barefoot ’53, Novem-
ber 7, Columbia, S.C. He was a member 
of the U.S. Navy during World War II. His 
career included teaching and coaching at 
Maiden High School for 10 years before 
entering the insurance industry with the 
Horace Mann Company, from which 
he retired after 27 years. He earned the 
Chartered Life Underwriter designation and 
was named Agency Manager of the Year 
for three consecutive years. He was an avid 
golfer and volunteered with The Gideons 
International.
Kenneth Mendal Newton ’54, October 
12, Greer, S.C. He was a U.S. Army veteran 
and was pastor emeritus of Washington 
Baptist Church.
Stadium in the early 1980s. More recently he chaired 
the committee that worked to improve seating for 
basketball in Timmons Arena. The C. Dan Joyner 
Family Athletic Scholarship is awarded annually 
to a Furman student-athlete with !nancial need.
“Dan Joyner was an icon for Furman athletics,” 
said Gary Clark, director of athletics. “He was part 
of the bedrock support of the university, and his 
optimism and can-do attitude allowed us to accom-
plish many things that otherwise would have been 
extremely dif!cult.”
Joyner received the Alumni Service Award in 
1967, and in 1986 he was elected to Furman’s 
Athletic Hall of Fame. The porch at the David E. Shi 
Center for Sustainability is named in honor of Joyner 
and his wife, Katherine Poole Joyner ’60.
In a 1989 interview, Joyner described the secret 
to his success: “There’s no substitute for hard work. 
And it’s important to be close as a family, to do 
things together, to be involved in your community. 
We all take a lot out of our communities. If you care, 
you want to give something back.” 
In addition to his wife, Joyner is survived by  
three children, eight grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. Memorials: First Baptist Church, 847 
Cleveland Street, Greenville, S.C. 29601, or Joyner 
Family Athletic Scholarship at Furman, 3300 Poinsett 
Highway, Greenville, S.C. 29613.
— JIM STEWART
